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PATENT 

„ THE WITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OMCE 
ML** 10/661,235 Corf—No, 6853 

Applicant^): White, Jr. et al. 
Filed: September 12, 2003 

Art Unit: 3721 

^T" SYSTENTFOR CONVEYING PACKAGING CUSHIONS 

Docket No.: 031456/267963 
Customer No. : 00826 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

STATUS LETTER 

Sir: 

In the above-identified application, an Office Action was received by the undersigned 
attorney dated August 13, 2004. The Office Action indicated that certain of the claims would be 
allowable and others were objected to, but would be allowed if rewritten in independent form. 
Applicants duly responded to said Office Action in an Amendment mailed to the Patent Office 
on September 1 6, 2004 and acknowledged in the return postcard as being received on September 
20, 2004. 

A check of Ihe PAIR system indicates that a non-final rejection was mailed on October 
13, 2004, but that no Office Action was mailed on August 13, 2004 or acknowledges the receipt 
of the Amendment dated September 16, 2004. 

There appears to be some confusion as to the status of this application. Accordingly, 
enclosed please find a copy of the Office Action dated August 13, 2004; the Amendment dated 
September 16, 2004; and a copy of the PAIR printout dated February 24, 2005 failing to indicate 
the Office Action of August and noting ah Office Action of October 13, 2004 which applicants 
have not received. Attention to this matter and clarification is respectfully requested. The 
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Examiner is ldndly rei 
the correct status. 



quested to advise the undersigned attorney either in writing or by phoneof 



Respectfully submitted, 




Ernest B. Lipscomb, 
Registration No. 24,733 

Customer No. 00826 
ALSTON & BIRD LLP 
Bank of America Plaza 
101 South Tryon Street, Suite 4000 
Charlotte, NC 28280-4000 
Tel Charlotte Office (704) 444-1000 
Fax Charlotte Office (704) 444-ljl 1 1 

CERTIFICATION OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that this paper is being facsimile transmitted to the U. S. Patent and Trademark Office at 
Fax No. (703) 872-9306 on the datel shown below. 




JanS/F. Sherrill 



Ffehruarv 25. 2005 
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Office Action Summary Examiner 

cov,er sh 

Period for Reply PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MO NTH (S) F ROM 

THE MAIUNG DATC^^^S COMMUNICATOR, h «> event, however, may a rep>S">° timely f«eJ 

Any reply revived * 'J^J? 3^37 CPR 1 .704(b). 
earned patent term adjustment- »bb 

Status 




\7r*3 Responsive to communication's) filed; on 1? 9^^2003 
1)^1 Responsive non-final. . *w om «Bsis 

2a)D This action is FINAL. ^Jl* ex cept for formal matters, prosecution as to the mate* 

Disposition of Claims 

a«S8 ciaim(s) 1-13 is/are pending In the application. . Hor4I - ftn 
)S 4a) Of claim(s) * « withdrawn from cooperation. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 8 ClaIm(s)lMdl5^ is/arere j ected - 

TNtvl riaimfs) 9_and13 is/are objected to. . . 

SSS^Z^-WeetiD restriction and/or election requ.rement 

Application Papers 

8)D The specification is «)H accepted or b)D object to by the Examiner. 

All bO Some * c)D None of: . 



Attachment^) 4) Q interview SummBi y (PT0413) 



5, fcslsrt and Tjatfcm** ^Hi« Office Action Summary 

h-OL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Part of Paper No./Mafl Date 08022004 
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Application/Control Number: 10/661,235 
Art Unit 3721 

DETAILED ACTION 
Ckam Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 US.C 1 12: 

,. C hi»»« m dn«ni««d»nd e r35US.C .12, second paragraph, as tang 
tadeWe for Ming ,o particularly point out and distinctly claim ft. subject mattar 
which applicant regards as ft. invert*. Claim 4 rccHes the IWadons "said cut«ng 
agnal" and "said cott*r" in step (o). There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 

limitation in the claim 

Also, claim 1 1 recites the limitation "said conveyor means". Since claims 1 and 2 
disclose a conveying means via a blower, not a "conveyor means", there is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 U,SC§ 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

2. Claims 1-3, 7-8, and 10-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Landrum (US 6,428,246) in view of Murakami (US 5,581,983). 
Landrum'246 discloses a conveying means via a blower "12" for conveying a string of 
cushions "20" from one point to another point (see Figs. 1 and 2), mesas for diverdDg the 
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Application/Control Number. 10/661,235 
Art Unit: 3721 

blower "42". 

Even when LandrunV246 discloses a switch "62" adapted to generate a signal to 

disclose a separator via aknife assembly and a confer adapted to sever the string of 
cushions inresponseto asignal. However, Murakami'983 teaches a separator "34" with 
^ -36", i.e. knife, and a controller via "6" for the purpose of severing a string of 
cushions in response to a controlled signal for a predetermined longitudinal length of the 
cushions "12". In view ofMurakami'983, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skills in the art to have provided Landrum's invention whh a separator with 
cutters or knife and a controller adapted to sever the string of cushions in response to a 
controlled signal for a predetermined longitudinal length of the cushions. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 4-6 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this OMce action. 

4. Claims 9 and 13 ate objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form inclucnng all of me limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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' s • Application/Contt-ol Number: 10/661,235 
Art Unit: 3721 

Conclusion 

« • >a** Hoover'501 Weder'936, and SperryMO'S are cited to 
applicant's disclosure. Enms'438, Hoover w l, wea 

show related inventions. 

6 Any inquiry concerning this —ication or earlier communications from the 
exammershouldbedir^ 

S205. The examiner cannormally be reached on Monday -l^ursday: 8:^0 am- 6:00 pm 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, tbe examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi Rada can be reached on 703-308-2187. The fex phone number for the 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872 -9306. 

8 . Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Appbcation^^ Status information for 

pubhshedappneat^ 

information for unpublished apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For 
nure information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gc-v. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Rinaldi I. Pada 

ML Supervisory Patent examiner 
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PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Appl.No.: 10/661,235 ConfinnationNo, 6853 

Applicant(s): White, Jr. et al. 

filed: September 12, 2003 

Art Unit: 3721 

tST" sIstSfSr conveying packaging cushions 

Docket No.: 031456/267963 
Customer No.: 00826 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

AMENDMENT 
37 CF.R.§ 1.121 

Sir: 

In response to me Office Action dated August 13, 2004, please amend the above- 
identified application as follows: 

. Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of mis paper. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims beginnmj>; on page 3 of this 
paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 6 of this paper. 
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